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army ten times its strength; and henceforward it will
be seen that all the states of Southern and Central India
endeavoured to organize contingents drilled and disci-
plined according to the European system. Bussy con-
tinued his victorious march till within 20 miles of Poona;
and, after inflicting another defeat some five days later,
peace was made with the Mahrattas and the Nizam,
and Bussy was at liberty to return to Aurungabad in
order to meet Ghazi-ud-Din. It was not until Septem-
ber, 1752, that the latter arrived in the neighbourhood
of Aurungabad with an army of 150,000 men. Instead
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of hostilities, negotiations were commenced, and, whilst
these were in progress Ghaz-ud-Din suddenly died.
The story of his death is thus told by Colonel Malleson
(History of French in India, p, 367) : " The right of
Ghaz-ud-Din as the eldest son of his father gave him a
moral influence which was not without its effect on the
nobles of the Deccan, and which very much disturbed
Salabut Jung himself. It is possible that, under the
circumstances, and in the face of the Mahratta alliances
which Ghaz-ud-Din had at length cemented by the
offer of a considerable sacrifice of territory, he might
have been inclined to listen to a compromise, when an
event occurred which removed the necessity for further
negotiation. Living at Aurungabad in the ancient palace
of the Subahdar was one of the widows of Nizam-ul-Mulk;
she had borne him but one son, the next in order to Sala-
but Jung, Nizam Ali. All the hopes of this lady were
concentrated in the ardent desire to see this son sitting
on the viceregal seat of his father. Between that wish
and its accompaniment, however, there were two ob-
stacles. One of these, Salabut Jung, was out of her
reach, the other Ghazi-ud-Din, was at Aurungabad.
To thrust him out of the path she wished her son to